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It is a pleasure to welcome everyone to the Craig McHenry Memorial 
Concert. Dr. McHenry was an integral part of Ithaca College for over 75 
years. As a performing musician, conductor, and educator, it seemed 
most appropriate to honor his memory with music. Although his 
primary performing instrument was cornet, he also was an 
accomplished cellist. As a tribute to Craig McHenry's primary 
performing areas, our faculty brass quintet, Ithaca Brass, and Elizabeth 
Simkin, our faculty cellist, are featured as the first performers m this 
program. 
Under Dr. McHenry's leadership, the School of Music was one of the 
first major music schools to offer study in classical guitar and jazz in the 
1960s. Steve Brown (B.M. 1964, M.M. 1968), the son of Glenn Earl Brown 
(B.M. 1936) and Marie Ward Brown (B. A. 1935), was the first student 
to receive the Master of Music degree in classical guitar performance. It 
was through Steve and his brother Ray (B.M. 1968) that jazz study 
entered the curriculum. As the first director of Jazz Workshop for 
academic credit, Steve began offering the courses in jazz studies that 
led to the creation of a B.M. in Jazz Studies. 
Dean McHenry, one of the first administrators in the country to 
recognize saxophone as a primary performing instrument, hired Ithaca 
College's first saxophone teacher, Don Sinta, in 1963. Since joining the 
Ithaca College faculty in 1975 after being hired by Dr. McHenry, 
Steven Mauk has become one of the leading saxophone performers and 
pedagogues in the world, and he received the 2000-01 Ithaca College 
Excellence in Teaching Award. 
( 
Gail Williams represents one of the hundreds of alumni who have 
graduated from the School of Music and moved on to successful careers in 
music. Gail, the daughter of Wilda Kellogg Williams (B.M. 1943) and 
sister of Robert Williams (B.M. 1969), received her B.M. in 1973 and an 
honorary doctorate in 1992. From 1978 until her retirement to assume 
the position of horn professor at Northwestern University in 1998, Gail 
was the Associate Principal Hom of the Chicago Symphony. We are 
extremely grateful to Gail, the recipient of the Outstanding Young 
Alumni Award in 1983, for making the trip to perform en this program. 
Her collaborator this morning is retired faculty member Mary Ann 
Covert, who received the Dana Award for Teaching Excellence twice 
during her tenure en the faculty. Gail and Mary Ann have been 
performing together worldwide since 1981. 
I like to think of Craig McHenry as the School of Music's bridge to the 
past and connection to the future. He was one of the few people who 
could honestly say that he had worked closely with every president of 
Ithaca College from its founder, Grant Egbert, to our current president, 
Peggy Ryan Williams. I fondly recall the many times I came in contact 
with Craig the last few years when he lived in Longview. I valued his 
counsel and his consummate knowledge about music in higher education. 
I marveled at his vision of what the School of Music could be, his 
ability to raise the standards for the faculty and students, and his 
creative leadership. Craig's contributions as a faculty member, dean, 
and alumnus are intertwined with the history of the college. Although 
an important connection to our past has been lost, the heritage of 
everything he has given to us forms one of the cornerstones of the School 
of Music. 
Arthur E. Ostrander, Dean 
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Variations on an English Folk Tune Wilfred Roberts 
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Rasch und mit Feuer 
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Read Gainsford*, piano 
Steve Brown*, electric guitar 
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Craig McHenry Biography 
When Craig McHenry came to Ithaca from his Granville, New York 
home to study music nearly half a century ago, this institution was 
known as the Ithaca Conservatory. The Conservatory was recognized 
as one of the relatively few good music schools in the country and 
employed internationally known teachers. 
Craig McHenry entered college in 1926 and, following graduation, 
joined the faculty in 1931. He continued his studies at Cornell and 
Northwestern Universities and earned his master's degree and doctoral 
degree at Columbia University. 
One of the fine comet players of the time, Craig McHenry played in the 
famed Patrick Conway Band while he was still an undergraduate. As a 
member of the Cornell Collegians, a jazz band, he gained valuable 
experience in the popular music field. 
Dr. McHenry's wide range of teaching responsibilities at Ithaca 
College included conducting, orchestra, brass instruments and theory. 
As conductor of the College Orchestra for most of the years between 
1937 and 1957, he provided musical direction for a number of the 
school's memorable productions. 
His career has included summer school teaching at various public 
schools, music camps and colleges. He adjudicated at innumerable state 
and national music festivals, directed several European music tours, 
served m the executive board of the New York State School Music 
Association, and was an active member of national evaluating 
committees. Widely respected by music educators throughout the 
country, he contributed many articles to professional journals. 
Appointed Dean of the School of Music in 1957, Dr. McHenry played a 
vital part in planning the modem facilities and fine academic 
programs now available to music students at Ithaca College. 
In 1973 then President Ellis L. Phillips Jr. commented: "The affection 
with which he is regarded by students, faculty and alumni of two 
generations and by three presidents of the College is an honest measure 
of his qualities as a musician, teacher, administrator and leader." 
The distinguished reputation that the School of Music enjoys today 
reflects the high educational standards which have been the 
hallmark and are the legacy of Dean McHenry's administration. 
